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The Public Gets a Voice  Medical Monitor
Outfit That Accredits
Hospitals Helps Set
Quality of Patient
Criticism and  Competit

Spur Tougher Inspections
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Are Surveys ‘A Whitewash™?
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By JOANN 8 LUBLIN ,
8taff Reporier of THE WALL STREET JOUSNAL

CHICAGO — You're a little nervous

you enter the hospital for a gallbladder
operation. You've heard so many horror sto-
ries about hospitals. How can you be sure
this Is a good one?

There's n framed certificate on the lobby
at reads; ""The Joint Commission on
itation of Hospitals (JCAHi has ac

‘credited St Jones pspital.'” You
heard of the organization. Does the certifi:
cate mean anything? ,

fi's the best guarantee a man Of the
street has that when he goes Into 8 haspltal,
he wont be butchered.” says John
wood administrator for St. Louls’ Be
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Not so, counters
comlort of going to
tal is illusory at best.'’ argues Wolfe,
director of Ralph Nader's Health
Washington.

Hospital Data to Be Disclosed
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In a reversal of longstanding
the Social Security Ad- are to file
has decided to Social
public detailed financial on

statisical records filed
by the 14,000 hospitals
and nursing homes that to
jpate in the Medicare program.

terests
. of the ?
administers the
. said the action was on the
et in response t;; mémerous Health Services, one
. or data that
data, bee'l'l k’

the )
of 1969. Institutions partic- would now be in a institut





