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Health Center

With

By David Zinman
Newsday Science Writer

East Meadow—The Nassau County
Medical Center has received a one-
year accreditation rating instead of the

Jusual two-year rating from the Joint

Commission on Accreditation. of Hos-

. pitals, which means that the center
. must bring certain areas of its perfor- .

mannce up to standard.

“It is full accreditation,” said a
spokesman for the commission, a pri-
vate, Chicago-based group that sets na-
tional standards and evaluates all hos-
pitals every twa_years. “But one year’s

accreditationsmeans a facility has some-

problems that need to be corrected in a
year’s time. Some people consider it a
provisional rating.”

Just what areas the commission

found below standard could not be de-
termined; both commission and center
offioials declined to disclose what they
were. Dr. James F. Collins, superin-
tendent . of Nassau’s tax-supported
county hospital, said he first wanted to
clarify some oriticisms that seemed, he
said, “ambiguous.” Collins said he
would release the commission’s full re-
port along with his own statement “by
the end of the week.”

Loss of aocreditation can lead to

cancellation of a hospital’s contracts :
with the federal Medicare and private -

" tion. However, it had
year ratings in the early 1960s, Collins -
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1t can accredit for two years, the maxi-
mum duration of accreditation, which
is achieved by about 77 per cent of all
hospitals; it can accredit for one year,
a rating given about 20 per oent of all
hospitals, or it can withhold accredita-
tion, an action taken in only three per
cent of its hospital surveys.

In cases of one-year ratings, a hospi-
tal must apply to be reinspected one
year hater to maintain accreditation. A
hospital may be granted one-year’s ac-
oreditation no more than three times in
suocession. _

In the most recent prior inspections,
in 1965 and 1968, the center received
three-year accreditations—at that time
the maximum duration of accredita-
received one-

said.

During the commission’s survey last .

August, inspectors  heard oconsumers
voice a long list of gm'evamoes ranging
from charges of job discrimination
against blacks to complaints that pa-
tients are not told where they can
complain.

Consumers complained aboust a lack
of full-bime translators for non-En-
glish-speaking patients,. a lack of
women on the policy-making board of
managers, amd a need for 24-hour
emergency room cooverage by social
service workers, who help with social

N Blue Cross programs as well as jeo- ' problems related to patient care. In-
pardize ils intern and resident teach- spectors were also told of the center’s
ing status. i controversial open-heart surgery pro-
: The ocommission, which inspected ' gram which has been criticized for
the center for three days in August af- doing far fewer operations than the
ter mesting with irate consumer advo- - number recommended for eptimum
cates, can oonfer.one of three ratings. pr ofxctemcy o -
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Nursing Home |
Expansion Is
Scaled Down

Lynbrook—Faced with
community opposition and
the possibility of a long court
battle, the owners of a 25-bed
nursing home here dropped
yesterday their plans to re-
place it with a modern,
120-bed facility.

Michael Ricigliano, atior-
ney for the owners, told the
Board -of Zoning Appeals at
the stant of a public hearing
in. Hempstead Town Hall
that his clients wished to
withdraw their request for a
variance, .

Willis and -Eleanor Bald-
win, owners of the home at
1801 Broadwav, and tha 1801
Broadway Corp., are ex-
pected to try to errect an
80-bed facility, which proba-
bly would not require a zon-
ing variance. Alan A. Berg-
stein, atterney for the Crant
Park and Vicinity Civic As-
sociation, which staged meet-
ings. and a demonstration
against the 120-bed expan-
sion plan, said, “I imagine the
association will try to find
another way to block that
plan too.”

The variance sought by
the Baldwins would have al-
lowered use of part of a resi-
dentially zoned lot adiacent
to “the, home for off-street
parking. Less space for off-
atreet parking would be re-
quired for a smaller building.
The owners hope that a satis-
factory plan can be devel-
oped for a complete facility
on their commercially zoned
land on Broadway, between
Prospect and Linden Ave-
nues.



