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Tzt Moxlow—Tho Joint Commission on Alicred-
Ibion of Howpilals will begin a lweeday iospection
oi the Wassau County Medical Center on Monday,

nid mnder a new policy the public can meet the sur-
vn_v i b express perlinent conocrns and com-
plainta.

Jul a publicity blackout of thoe Inapection tour
and hareaueratic red lape may mcan there will be lit-
11a nublie participation. “I learned of tho inspection
only by accident,” said Joan Salizman of Community
Advaciles Inc, a heatth-ovioniod oomsuoer group, “T.
hiavaheard nothing {rom the cenier.”

Afier declining yosterday morning to sct a time
rud place for a pulic meeting, D James I'. Collins,
snadical cenlec superintendent, gaid through a s,pokos‘
man Inst night that the public would d)e heard at 9
ADT Monday in thwe center's solivity building.

Vit & request 1o ba hoard must bo made, by leMer
or icrram, and ceocived by the oommnisaion at 876
INovlh Diichigaa Ave., Chicago, ., 60611, belore the

glar! ol the survey, A spokesman Ior the commission -

said a vear-old policy allows palients and commaunily
rionled groups lo appear belore Lho teaim,

The medien? conler, Nassau's public hospil :d hiaa
nat rcln il any information to tho publie about the
survey  <Iates or the commission’s policy permitting
')"blm interviows, The commission nolilies hospilals

gix weeks in advanee of its inspection.

Colling dedlinad to snswer queshions dlwrfﬂy albontt
Tha medical center’s {ailure to snnounce the inspec-
o RBeplving through a public-relations spokesman, -
{'ntiing said the commission does not requice l\mmtnla ;
15 ,w')hm information oh survey dates. B

il conter’s zpokesman anid e cenler had TC-
oloone reaiicst 89 farc, feom Conununity Advocabes
how ibe pubiic was supposed to know
gt Ly participate ia the suevey if no publie

“tho
‘about the inspection lo those anucstmg it.

- specializing in evaluating hoapiials,
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announcemcnt had hoen made, the spnkmmau said
hospital is required oufy to givo information

e

Accreditation by the commission, a privale group
ia volunlacy, FHos~
pilals undergo inspeclion ad a self-check to teara how
close ils medical proginms come to optimuem ginnd-
ards. Also, hospilsls with teaching prograins, Such as
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Nassau's mietlical center, must he accrodited (o be able
to continue their intern and residency training.

The Nassau County Mecdical Cenler was lost evel-
uated in 1953 and gol a lhree-year accredilation. Al«
thouph hat accreditation expired in 1971, the commis-
sion hns allowed the center fo relain mccreditation
Decause A bsavy inspection schedule has prevenled it
from resurveying the center until now.
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Patients wait In a haliwsy In ths conter: The hospital w:” ba m;pacied far accreditation, but

consumar groups, wia have a rlght t2 participats,

wara not ao’vlsed - . - =




