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’ By NATHANIEL SHEPPARD-ir.
In a reversal of longstanding | “But it is our feelipgI tfha‘t
policy, the Social Sccurity Ad- under the Freedom of Infor-

ini i i s mation Act, all but the private
ministration has decided to porsonal records of | patients
c i should be subject to public ex-
and statisical records filed an-lamination,” Mr. I evine said.
nually by the 14,000 hospitalsi| The American Hospital Asso-

and nursing homes that partic-||/ciation, which represents more

cvery two years,

‘|to file each year had previously

ipate in the Medicare program.
A spokesman for the Bureau
of Health Insurance, the com-!
ponent of the Federal agencyl

. |that administers the Medicarel
" {program, said the action was|

taken in response to numcrous|
consumer-requests for data un-!
der the Freedom of Information.
Act of 1969. Institutions partic-
ipating in the nedicare program
are required to file detailed re-|
poris each year to Social Se-
curity on statistical and finan-
cial matters.

Manuel Levine, the spokes-
than, said its records would be

Wednesday, unicss hospital in-
terests oblained an injunction
before that.

Donald Rubin, director of the
New York-based Consumer
Commission on the Accredita-
tion of Health Services, one of
several groups that requested
the confidential data, said con-
sumers’would now be in a po-
sition to scrutinize hospital rec-
ords “to determine where the
money comes from and how it
i3 spent, and possible areas of
waste and duplication.’

Fuzl for Testimony

Mr. Rubin also said consum-
ers wounld be privy, for the first
time, to statistical data on op-
erations that would put them
in n better position to testify
before accreditation hearings
for hospitals, which are held

Academicians  and  private
researchers, he added, would be
able to examine data on the
types and frequencies as well
a5 the effectiveness ’oi’ treat-

Mer. Levine said that the sta-
vequires Medicare institutions
been lept private “because the
fnstitutions felt that public dis-

closure would allow their com
petition to gain an unfair ad-

ventago

opened to the public beginning g
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than 6,000 of the nations 7,000 |
hospitals, said in a telzgram to
.the Social Sceuritvy Administra-
tion that it genevally supported
the change in regulations but
was concerned about possible
misuse of the data.

John Alexander McMahon,
the president, said in the tele-
gram:

“We request therefore that
you dclay implementing the
process until alternatives have
been considered to insure pro-
cedural safepuards to protect
against inappropriate use [o
.the data].” .
o« A spokesman said the asso-

ciation would also request dis-} *

cussions between hospital® and
Sacial Security Administration
officials before implementing
the new policies. ' .
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