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About the Health Planning Series

The Heaith Planning series 1s prepared in collaboration with
the National Heaith Planning Information Center (NHPIC), in
‘ne Bureau of Health Planning and Resources Development
The Bureau is a component of the Heaith Resources Ad-
ministration, one of the six agencies that make up the Public
Heaith Service, Department of Health, Education, and Welfare.
Included in this series are documents relating to health ser-
vices and heaith needs: health services and facilities utiliza-
tion; health manpower requirements, utilization and education:
health related costs; methods of health services funding; and
Government and private agency activities relating to health
planning and resources deveiopment. Citations listed in the
Health Planning series do not kepresent approval or official en-
dorsement by the Bureau of Health Planning and Resouirces
Development of the Department of Health, Education, and
Nelfare.

The address of the Center is P.O. Box 1600, Prince Georges
2laza Branch, Hyattsville, MD 20788.

Paper copies or microfiche of non-copyrighted documents
announced in this series should be ordered from the National
Technical Information Service. See last page for ordering in-
formation.
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The relationship between numerical health planning stan-
dards and public goals is evaluated from the perspective of
consumers. Guidelines concerning national health
planning policy contained in the National Healtih Planning
and Development Act of 1974, with respect to health
systems agencies, State health coordinating councils, and
the National Council on Heaith Planning and Development,
are noted. The need of consumers for national standards is
discussed. Guidelines related to general hospitals and bed
supply and general hospitals and occupancy rate are ex-
amined. Quantified standards and goals are desirable
because they can serve as a diagnostic tool to assess the
existence of excess resources, but they can also be used
as a rationale for unnecessarily depriving a community of
any given institution or service. Criteria for hospital bed
reductions are proposed in order to prevent situations in
which numerical standards are misused and to promote
the highest quality of planning. The prospective nature of
health planning legislation is noted. Two courses of action
available to consumers if they want to eliminate unneces-
sary and substandard facilities are identified. They can
press for the coordination of existing reimbursement,
quality, and planning legislation, as well as for policies that
offer incentives and rewards to hospitals willing to pnase
out underused or duplicate services and beds. Medicare
conditions of participation and linkages between con-
sumers and providers are discussed.
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