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bin, president of the Consumer Commis-
LLt.mrm of llmlvw Services, a volunfeer con-
group in New York, said Health Systems
rlens lack mfcmu..ess because Lhey are
rht‘u Jv 1Aws,
“‘r‘!e nove had clienis who we ere gouged by Tlorida
rospitals which have ne reguiations,” he said.

“One man died of cancer after 47 days bt a Miaml
hinspilal and his family got a bitt for $47,6040. 1 told the hos-
pital it will niet be paid unless they want {6 document Lhe
charges i court,” e
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SH(J C President Gene Parks of Jacksonville read a
Fiorida Times- umox report of a recent HSA meeling
there w':urL approval was given to bath demorial Hospi-
tai’s request for a heart cathieterization unit and the JSA
plan wii J& said 1o more such units were needed. An HSA
mernber was quoled as saying he and others zbstained
from voting hecause they knew the unit was not needed
but feared their projects would he of posc'i if Lbcy voied
against il
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5A boards are composed of both heallh: ‘care provid-
ers and consitrners. Thoy must approve or reject hospital
requests for space or equipmert costing over $100,6(0 to
prevent duplication of services and ‘ughm coats
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““Thig is a common problem,” Parks said, “An SHCC
- raust address it." - :

“There are a lot of political pressurcs an the 11SAs,”
added Ray Chamlis of the State Bureau of Community
Medical Facilities. “And a Tot of the consumers are Lrain.

washed by the providers.”

. Rubin's answer was {hat consumers are intimidated
" by the cxpertisz of the professionals, and need indepen-
dent resnarch r:~*. 1o Ch'%LEZ‘T'JC henlih- care | raviders.

ilis own commm;on was foA,.xed fu[ that reasosn, he
said, and has challenged — and won — cases of exorbitant
hospilal bills and excessive medicare and medicaid rates.

In one case, he said, a hospital was closed afler the
comuuission documontnd low standards _
““omum(,rs nLLd moie et‘ucaimn N hc strexsed
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own CAT scanner.”

“The medical mariet 15 not free on!
peinicd out, citing pricc-ﬁ:\‘ing by dociois in

“Hospitzls shouid share services and oy
chasirsg to cut ¢asts, He cin B

forrmu a consoriium. They havye ini t
equipment to cut costs, Iove eryGne goesn't i
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Rubin backs the usc of fTeaith Mamlonas
ticns (1120, as did Gerald Bowman
for lioncywell.

. That firm helped establish an U0 i TG
Ly, he said, and has e/p.mm‘d its healih bone
ployes. Al-home convalescence is being inves
possible source of cost-cuiting.





