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This manual is particularly useful for consumers, health care
professionals, and board members involved with health
facility planning, and also as a text for health administration
students. It offers a practical, systematic procedure to sort
out the facts on proposals for new facilities or technologies
and is designed to help consumers and health care
professionals make informed judgments when faced with
decisions about costly medical equipment. It details the legal
role of the consumer in heaith planning and facility board
operations and provides a guide to the key questions to ask
when confronted with decisions regarding acquisition and
distribution of medical technology. The questions presented
cover the areas of need, safety, efficacy and effectiveness,
cost, regional impact, and consistency with the Health
Systems Plan which is prepared by a Health Systems Agency
to detail regional health goals. This work, written in
straightforward style, including a concise glossary of medical
and technical terms, is an important step in presenting
information that can help consumers evaluate the discussions
when investments in new facilities or technologies are
proposed, : 48 pp, glossary, 1979
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