Each year, more than 350 000 Americane die of cancer'

. The medical profession and reeearch\scientists are putting
8 ,every effort into seekingpsolutions t0 the high cancer and heart
i~ disease rates. Industrially developed countries list these twin

;ifkillers as their main causes of deathe, ‘having already eliminated;
-other diseases associated with underdevelopnent,fi.e., tubercu- -

losis, dysentery, etc. To some extent, through research, the =

‘causes and cures of heart disease are being uncovered. "But the
causes and prevention of: cancer are still unknown. As a reeult,.ﬁ
~cancer continues to terrorize.  The close relatives of those =
- stricken by this frightening disease are especially vulnerahle .
;to the fear generated by cancer.“if R , R

VFear -— a Problen ek

The fear generated by cancer caueea very important public

~hea1th problems, -since the methods -to seek prevention techniques

‘ . d 1 , the willingness of people to
‘cooperate with the reeearchere. The ‘prime reason for this fear i’

- the inability to learn the ‘cause of cancer and, more importantly,:f

f,the belief that,heredity ie a major factor in cancer.~,p : o

i Another reason that creates a fear of cancer is the practic
of l_p discerimination against people’ ‘who have had cancer, .0}
to avoid higher premiums for health-and life insurance ofte: Vi
- criminste against employees with-a hietory of cancer, and in.manyv_
'4cases do not hire people who have had cancer. L e

: The Nixon and Ford Admi
equating the conquest of cancer
1970%*s": like putting "a man
context of health care,

16l lines of" research to

tance, more than

88 4 port, no . ocriptive plan was mad”
inning war against CE cer, nor wae there a plan to set :
,,,es on. how»the mon 5 \ )




ere no'cinomea -‘ in s

ArMﬁYf27"lg75 New York Times front page story exposed e
failures of the national cancer programs being funded by
eral government. The article compared the misleading
parison of these programs with the distortions that _
ompanied government releases on the Vietnam War. Dr.. i
arl + Edwards, a respected health: ‘expert, resigned from Floais
_1on as. Unﬂer—Secretary ‘of Health, HEW, partly because e
his"disgust“withithe use~of,fheknationa1 cancer program as a
tical issue. T ] ; of dollars, approPriated after th'
settledfdoWn, was inadequate and

_ ] must include ways to prevent‘ca e
r, and - mprov cancer research. ‘The csauses of cance cannot
'”arated}from the t;eatments,of that disease.

0 'federal funding.~e7' e
;"pill" that would "cure*!"

curiously, th,"very countr ee whleh have progreesed th

ost in. preventing +++ epidemics of infection, are by -
virtue of paralleliindustrial 'progress' amongst the
leaders in cancer rates. Current estimates by National e
;Cancer Institute officiale indicate that ‘more than three-”
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'_5_nvironmental carcinogenisie, particularly where this'féef
.concerns, chsmical carcinogens,  In spite of the fact tha

ad‘recognition of the. importance of en~-
nme : 14 vieareinogens ‘in the press, . by the: lay
; 'public and in Congree it would seem that the problem has

. been accorded a low. priority in the National Cancex
- and 'as far as eould be jndged, to ebeorb abou,

SRR Barry commoner, noted environmentalist, described
. relation of enyironmental and eccupational hazards.,,g

.'"The worker and the environmental seientist have a great ruf
‘deal in common, and need to. share their experience because,
in my opinion, the environmental erieie in this country,gand

in_the world,‘will not be solved you “

L At a recent New York.Academy ot Scienee ”eeti
the eubject of Occupational Carcinogeneil‘
1«cancer), was . discuseed .aAt that“g“’,},f;_
s PeBIItS Were ¥ h
3 , : 1 Cancer Institute, univ,rsitywjfpy
/’tories, and other scientific organizations. R _“ R

ST Landmark reseereh on the cancer risk of workere exposea te e
asbestos and vinyl . chloride were reviewed. These studies proved,
~that not. only were workers who manufacture asbestos and vinyl

“chloride proven to be a cancer risk, but their families and the
_general\public were also at risk.{i - o ~fff—_ff7; ,,,,, |

‘Toxic Substancee Associated with,cencer»Exfanded‘"

: But. the COnference“didn'tfstop there thther toxic subst
~were revealed as having cancer-caueing properties.,iau;t: -

Such widely ueed substances‘as’arsenic, ehloroprene (used.in

1 arden hoses and. other rubber products), and bis-chloromethyl ether"
v%ccmbination of formaldehyde and - chloridee commonly use,lin labo ‘
oriee) were shown to beaaSsociated with“can* e 1

he Na: ‘ne
ty and Health (NIOSH) ‘igsued a "cancer alert
‘labelling it a "highly potent liver carcinegen.



. These findings put tens of thousands of workers at caneerg_;w
-,rriski» Many scientists and trade unionists expressed the con-
“clusion that: research by the National Cancer Imstitute (NCI)
. and other research'laboratories which receive large government, 2
. grants should begin to relate their cancer research to the
'enviromnment and workplace,. and researchers. shculd also “beg

~;'”the cause of cancer and. the effects of environmental and .
‘ occupational earcinogens.‘e" s S RN

ZHQVRecommendation for Action

S It is urgent that new approachss be used to study cancer, S E
?a,'its causes and prevention: the Labor Safety and Health Institute'ﬁf“
Wfisof the consumer commission recommends that° ' i, : SIS S T,

All chemicals and substances be tested fqr their cancar

‘causing propertiesfbefore they are used fcr‘industrial purp 1es.
Current federal legislation (Occupational Safety and Hea c
ederal Water Pollution Control Amendments of 1972 and other pi0
‘protective pieces of legislation) does not contai. ngu '
requires chemical pre—testing. ‘Federal legislati
such pre-testing take _;aee, 4. e., Substancewf
“is needed.;a», : gt e < o

-f2t Prograns to educate workers, their representatives
scientists and medical professionals on‘problems of exposure to
scarcinogenic\substanses be instituted.‘,;,,;, o X ‘

,~\f~ 3. There ‘be increases in federal funding of programs of the
. National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) to
- study’ ‘jobs and cancer and increases in funds for programs to NIOSH‘
1o coordinate its activities with the National canoer Institute, :
‘similar research institutions.eav, SR

ke 4.~ Federally funded prograns t@ train industrial hygienist
. toxicologists to conduct the research and analysis necessary to

 ‘determine the association between: potentially carcinogenic sub-

'f;,stances and the disease and death of workers be started.,f;

;Eﬁﬁﬂf 5., The immediate retrospective screening of hospital medical
: ;records by trained cancer epidemiologists ‘be started to determine
'~ the extent that occupational exposure to chemical substances is a

ause of cancer. Studies 4o determine the correlation betwee

cupations of patients and cancer should be instituted. Thi
ormation would then be used to either (a) start & cancer re

;hospital., Occupational histories of patients to some extent a
already listed in.nedical records but nore comprehensive docum;
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tation is necessary. :Awétndylaxfthpgnoswell Park Memorisl .
,,'Institutefinwhuffa105,-.Y;;jahowed/that,aomg,typesiof cancers
r‘affected:certainfgroups;ot workerga1n¢gelectadAoccupation8'
(d.ee, appareliindusfrin);yquacétning;cancerftrgnds by
~occupation can help determiﬁg;causesﬁbtchncersand~initiateg
‘;preventivefprograms.,—~g:JQ;,;:tj"aa.u L T e

. 6. Because of{the-npmber;of,patientsTaeen;_ ] _
ments of Preventiveﬁand[CQMmuniijMedicine”gnd}Amhulatory~care o
are key to the detection, treatmbnt,—and.preventiOn of cancer. .
~ The activities of these a4 partments can befdévgtgiléd tO"thogg,iv~f' f
- of cancer researCherp;:;Gommunitygboa;da;farfamhﬁlatory‘care can
oo Dotent forces to establish cancer programs leading 10 ey .
ﬁqccupaticnal-health*cl~niGSQin hospitals. . - . ~ T

the Depart- T 0

| '7~:.Uancer‘as~an;internationél"ﬁrablem:naeds to be re- o
seaxchedéi¢pldvid9..;TheaWbr;d,Healthgorganizaticn,:in”qonp R
3uhct10n1with}theflnternatiOnal;Iabor;Organization,anﬂ:the:
wInternational'Aseney?fétgﬁesearch.onzcancersééhﬁuld'¢9nveﬁe. e
sPeéialwmeetings”9njcance:‘qe that scientific data and research

,_arerxchapged.3“i,ﬂ-__,,

. :;,Tﬁé?iéitiéiﬁatiancﬂ;wérk,ﬂé%ih;fhé;ééféetién;;prévéﬁtzaﬁ]i
“dndffreatmeﬁticfucancerxisv&ineceésaryfelement to implement the
v;abqvesre¢dmmendat19nﬂ,¢u¢“?§afu11yg.&.,;j BT

"Préﬁarﬁdfby:.Labor;SGMQthandﬁﬁealth;Inatitnteyganvaffiliate\g,,g,,-
of thérConsumerfcommissioni~38L?Park‘AvenﬁéwSQnth;¢Newaoﬁk;g;>«;»y
fN‘LY.410016;;EtankfGoldsmithiJDirPQtOrti*T&ﬁ*lnstitute*h€8+alsof:ﬁ*“ff
.pggparedga,tweépqrt»aeriesfon’Ocdupationaleaféty;and'Healthﬁand EE RN
‘the Health Care System (see CCAHS QUARTERLIES: "OSHA -- a Means to
Improve the Health Care of Americans, Fall, 1974; “OSHA and the s
iH@althuGare~Sys*Gﬂ",'Winter591975)wwuiheeeﬁQuarterlies«are avail-






